The Next Step… 
The mission of the Platteville School District is “to empower individuals to become life-long learners who will have the vision and skills to manage change and improve the world we share.” That is a monumental task.  I like to think about it in terms of doing everything we can to prepare our students for the next step in their educational journey.  We know that their learning doesn’t end when they flip the tassel from the right side to the left side of their mortar board.    
Many years ago, we focused on preparing students for college and we focused on preparing them for work.  We talked about them as if they were two separate groups of students.  From my experience, most parents hope that at some point their children will become more independent, more able to support themselves through gainful employment and that they will see them when they come to visit rather than living in the basement because they can’t afford to live on their own.  As a school district and as parents, we have to ask ourselves if our students are prepared for a twenty-first century work-place that is increasingly complex, diverse, fast-paced, and technologically driven.  
This workplace will require students to be more skilled in Math and Science, but they won’t necessarily gain those skills by taking another course in traditional math and science.  The Platteville School District, under the leadership of Greg Quam, founder of the Platteville Project Lead the Way Rural School Consortium, is at the forefront of STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math) education.  “Project Lead the Way” is an initiative to teach math and science concepts through hands-on, project-based learning embedded into real world problem solving using modern technology… and it doesn’t look anything like stepping into the “shop” class of old.   The consortium partners with local businesses, South West Technical College, and UW-Platteville to offer an engaging array of course work and activities in engineering design and development that are infused into classrooms spanning from the early elementary grades up through capstone projects carried out in 12th grade.  You can find elements of STEM in our Math, Science, Agriculture and Life Sciences, Technology Education, and our Biomedical Science coursework.     
[bookmark: _GoBack]According to the U.S. Department of Labor, “more than 70% of jobs in the nation’s labor market require a solid foundation in STEM Concepts.”  Loren, a Platteville High School student, is one of our students gaining these necessary skills.  “Coming in as a freshman, I didn’t have any knowledge about engineering or an idea of what I wanted to do after High School.  “Project Lead the Way” definitely sparked my interest and helped me focus on a career path for the future.”  Coda, another PHS student, reports that the “Project Lead the Way” program has sparked my interest in the STEM field more than any other class.” Congratulations to their parents…the road towards independence is looking good.  

These skills are not only important to our students, they are important to our region.  According to Ron Brisbois, Director of the Grant County Economic Development Corporation and President of Prosperity Southwest Wisconsin,  “The STEM education program has proven value to economic development professionals, as businesses are now wanting to be located near schools with STEM programs.  We have witnessed this first-hand when working with industrial prospects and site selection consultants.”  
I am pleased and proud that we are able to offer these types of programs that make us a district that these types of businesses want to be located near.  On another note, anyone who had recently assisted in paying a tuition bill for their son/daughter in an attempt to successfully move them out of the basement at some point down the road recognizes how difficult it is for students to self-fund their post-secondary education.  The PHS Scholarship Fund was founded in 2010 with a goal of giving every deserving graduating senior going on to post-secondary learning a scholarship.  They need your help.  Please consider donating to this worthy endeavor by contacting Sue Conley, Executive Director (sueconley@cfsw.org), 800-995-2379 or Cindy Tang (ctang93881@aol.com), 608-348-9824.  To mail a donation for the next graduating year, send to: PHS Scholarship Fund, P.O. Box 46, Platteville, WI 53818, or give online at www.cfsw.org.   Remember… “Our Children; Our Future”


 

